
Growth Group Homework 
For the week of Oct. 4, 2009  

(set aside 20-30 minutes to complete the �Getting Started� part of 
this Homework before meeting with your Growth Group) 

 
Sunday�s Message by Pastor Dane:  
�Driven Out and Drawn In� 

John 12:27-36 
 
Getting Started  (20-30 minutes) 
 

1.) Read John 12:23-36 
 
2.) What insight, principle, or observation from this weekend�s 

message did you find to be most helpful, eye-opening, or 
troubling?  Explain 

 
 
 
 
3.) Christian pollster George Barna has come to the conclusion that 

although some 75% of Americans identify themselves as 
�Christian�, only about 7% of Americans are truly committed to 
following Christ daily and sharing their faith with nonChristians.   

a. Do you agree with Barna�s conclusions?  Why or why 
not? 

 
 
 
b. What do you think are some of the main reasons why 

most Americans who call themselves �Christian� don�t 
really follow Christ?  

 
 
 
c. What have been your greatest hindrances to following 

Christ daily? 
 
 
 
d. What reaction(s) do you have to Pastor Dane�s question 

in Sunday�s message:  �I wonder, if the heat was really 
turned up on Christianity in this country, how long would 
you stick by Jesus� side?�  

4.) Read 2 Corinthians 1:3-5 
a. Paul here speaks of God�s comfort moving through us to 

others.  In what ways can you be a conduit through 
which God�s blessings to you are passed on to others? 

 
 
 
b. Reflect on this question: �What if the miracle God gave 

you was not for you but for someone else�s benefit?� 



 
 
 

 
5.) Read John 1:3-5; John 8:12; 1 John 1:5-7 

a. Why does Scripture (John�s writings in particular) use 
the metaphors of light and darkness in reference to 
Jesus and following Jesus? 

 
 
 

b. How specifically can you �walk while you have the light, 
before darkness overtakes you�? (John 12:35-36) 

 
 
 
 
Digging Deeper    (optional.  Additional 20-30 min.) 
 

1.) Reflect on R.V.G. Tasker�s words as he comments on John 
12:31  �It was because of disobedience that man was driven by 
God out of the garden of Eden for having submitted to the prince 
of this world;  now by the perfect obedience of Jesus on the 
cross the prince of this world will be deposed from his present 
ascendancy.� 

 
 
2.) Read the following Messianic prophecies from the Old 

Testament:  Genesis 49:10;  Ezekiel 37:25; Psalm 89:3-4;   
Isaiah 52:13 � 53:12 

a. Why did the Jewish teachers in Jesus� day focus on the 
prophecies about the Messiah reigning forever while 
ignoring the ones that said he would suffer and die? 

 
 
b. How can these four prophetic scriptures all be true of 

Jesus?   
 


